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ISLAND DWELLERS WHO TALK BY WHISTLING |

in Goerern, Conary [alands,
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Send Loog-Distante Messages Over the NS and Valleys
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Hy GKST VERY
Hanwta Cuv'z b TENERIFE,

X had bean lIving alx weakn
In Tenerife, one of Lhe
Canary Islands, before

coming upon thelr great-
enl thrill, An elghty-volume Spaniah
encyclopedin was an odd place In
which to find It. "'One of the pecu- |
Haritles of Gomern," we road., “la
Ite lnnguage without words, * * * a
kind of whistling.'

A living whistled language on a
near-by Ialand! If there were men
who talked like birds over there,
we determined to meet some of
them. That wa th«-.Mni
wan due chiefly to luck. Gomern
whistling had gone on Loo many
hundreds of yemrs unremarked by
the Spaninrds for “los yanguis'' to
win cooperation for an official In-
vestigntion. Not a ayllable of the
language had ever been recorded:

Wwao know now Lhat unl te
m*'*iﬁﬁt:i?#l Eﬁﬁm@m:htu
ablivion

 In & fifteenthcentury chronlcle

oceurs this explanation of its orlgin:
““The barrancos [of Gomera] are

who speak the language

ik with their lips as if they were

b m i e ﬂh
_that a great prince :nn-'gulLﬂl

D DWELLERS WHO TALK BY WHISTLING

mera, Canary Islands, the People'With a Birdlike Vocabulary,
end Long-Distance Messages Over the Hills and Valleys o

‘“We can teach you the whistle
Innguage In six lessons, " the nllil-[
proposed. “It's easy, see?’" Open-
ing their mouths they demonstrated
just how to curl the tongue behind
the teeth, place a bent finger In a
particular powsition aganinst It, and
let the breath come through. "‘Speak
the word at the same time,” they
sald. We could not even make a
sound. "“"Here, put your flnger In
my mouth and feel how I do It,”
sald one, Federico. Then he lot out
A blast that truversed the valley
the opposite hills, ricocheting be
and forth and up to the black for-
ents until lost In Neecy clouds.
created It, the nolse was Impres
tive; unfortunately one could not
testify to the conversationml ear-
rying power on that occasion, but
at another time proof was obtained.
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rectly obeyed,
“What day of the week Is L2’

and “What month?"" were answered
properly.
Asked to give his name, Jose H

nindez, replacing Avelino, replies

I am called José."" To everybody &

surprise, when the question came,
- ‘“Who is with you?" instead of giv-
Ing the names of witnesses, he
whistled back, ‘‘Los peones del ca-
mino’ (the men working on the
road), scores of whom were at that
| instant hastening the death of this
’remarkahle tongue., No comment
could have been more sardonic, for,
as one observer put it, ““When the
highway arrives which will encirecle
the walists of all Gomera towns
whistling will be killed. * * * From
that day there will be staged a furl-

A Gomeran Whistler.

pendently and without collusion.
Photographs were taken of the
whistlers, four In number, and of |
the principal witnesses, as well nu'l
of the locallty, a rugged gorge. |
With a rocky sounding board be-
hind them, and looking across the |
ravine, two shepherds took a sta-
tion together, and at least 500 me-
ters away from them on the oppo- |
site bank two others. From the
head of the valley came the sough-
ing of wind, which occasionally in-
creased to a roar. Vocal exchanges
other than whistling wnuldﬁhnvu.

been impossible.
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THE WHISTLERS WERE AS FOLLOWS:

L]

Antgnio Ngvarro Negrin, 20 years old, Chipude shepherd.
JOoss Hernandez Cubas, 21 years old, Roadworker.

Antonlo Herrgra y Herrera, 18 years old, Roadworker.
Avelino Negrin Torres, 28 years old, Chipude shepherd.

A gosatherd who did some jumping: Juan Suarez, Roadworksr.

WITNESSES PRESENT:

Don Carmelo Luls Ros Alferez, Secretary of the Cabildo

Insular of Gomera
(Signed) C. Luis Ros

Sra, Dona Alejandrina Novaro Mora de Ros (his wife)
(Signed) Alejandrina Novaro Mora de Ros

0lga Ros Novaro (their daughter)

Don Sebastidn Ascsnio Garcia, Lawyer
(Signed) S. Ascanio Garcia

Don Fernendo Rojas Delgado, Photographer

ivelardo Hernandez Montesino, Chauffeur
(Signed) Abelardo Hernandez

Mr. & Mrs. Very
(Signed) Gest Very
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\t an informal test on anothea: caalon,
'{ctor Plasencia whletles 11l you gilvs
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TOMASELA Y GRACIAS
(Drink this and thanks. :.'_f':-’_ﬁl.v:?.tr_ ks thing) i



BARRANCO OF SAN ANTONIO
THE VAULTING POLE PERMITS THE GOATHERD
TO TRAVEL RAPIDLY ACROSS ROUGH COUNTRY



WHISTLERS



	131344514_1036853796813545_4655843598981384832_n
	131675407_1036853866813538_7962035636076832345_n
	131888788_1036853896813535_3524555303506599700_n
	131889928_1036853926813532_716610638154892908_n
	131890746_1036853823480209_5168706048444083115_n
	131893894_1036853720146886_7282978989795158050_n
	131894983_1036853746813550_81936462881573627_n
	131901848_1036853966813528_7351707490976185780_n



